A new species of mendeselline braconid wasp, Epsilogaster faviolae Valerio and Whitfield, sp. nov., is described and illustrated. This is the first record from Colombia for the subfamily and the genus. An update to the previously published key for the Epsilogaster species is given to aid in identification.
Introduction
The subfamily Mendesellinae was only recently described (Whitfield & Mason, 1994) and its two genera, Epsilogaster Whitfield and Mason and Mendesella Whitfield and Mason, continue to be rarely collected. Valerio and Whitfield (2000) and Yamada and Penteado-Dias (personal communication) have added two new species of Mendesella from Costa Rica and Brazil, respectively, but Epsilogaster has remained with its original six described species. Recently, with the intensive malaise trapping regime of the NSFfunded Colombian Insect Biodiversity Project (http://www.uky.edu/~mjshar0/), more material of Epsilogaster has now been collected and studied. From this material, a new species is described below, and an update to the Epsilogaster species key from Whitfield & Mason (1994) is presented. The biology of the new species is unknown; only one rearing record is known for Epsilogaster, consisting of a series of E. bicolor that was reared from a twig borer (Lepidoptera: Momphidae) on buttonbush (Cephalanthus) in Mississippi.
ZOOTAXA

Materials and methods
Morphological terminology used in the species descriptions is that of Huber and Sharkey (1993) , and Schuh (1989) ; except for the morphology of the propodeum, which is used sensu Townes (1969, Fig. E) . The cuticular sculpturing terminology is that of Harris (1979) , while the terminology for the wing venation is a variation of the ComstockNeedham system as used by Sharkey and Wharton (1997, Fig. 15 ). Specimens were initially identified using the Whitfield (1997) Mendesellinae generic key and the Whitfield and Mason (1994) key for the Epsilogaster species.
One fore and hind wing were pulled away from the body, mounted temporarily on a slide for photography, and then remounted with the specimen. Lateral habitus illustrations were obtained using a digital camera (JVC GC-QX5HD) mounted on a Leica MZ12.5 stereomicroscope.
Descriptive taxonomy
It should be noted that the new species represents an exception to the wing color generalization (wings hyaline) for Epsilogaster in the generic keys of Whitfield and Mason (1994) and Whitfield (1997) ; otherwise the new species can be identified using the key to Epsilogaster species published by Whitfield and Mason (1994) , as modified below. (Fig. 4, 7) (Figs. 2, 5, 6 ); propodeum with a series of transverse carinae, some of which pass through the elongate areola (Fig. 4) Epsilogaster faviolae sp. nov. (Figs. 1-7) FEMALE (Figs. 1, 2, 3 , 5) -Body color: mainly bright yellowish brown; with antennal flagellomeres dark brown; eyes silver; ocelli light yellow; scape and pedicel with dorsal and posterior areas brownish-yellow as well as mandible tips, inter ocellar area, hind and middle leg tarsomeres, hind leg distal 1/3 of tibia (remainder of legs yellow as metasoma).
Metasomal terga 1 and 2 as yellow as mesosoma with remainder terga and sternites less bright and sclerotized, lateral metasomal membranes whitish. Body length= 5.76 mm; fore wing length= 3.52 mm. Head ( Fig. 1) : head height/compound eye height = 1.2; head height/compound eye length = 1.60; length of first antennal flagellomere = 0.24 mm; length of first antennal flagellomere/width of first antennal flagellomere = 4.75; length of first antennal flagellomere/length of second antennal flagellomere = 1.19; length of first antennal flagellomere/ length of third antennal flagellomere = 1.27; distal flagellomere length/width of distal flagellomere = 3.25; intertentorial pit distance = 0.18 mm; ocello-ocular distance = 0.11 mm; distance between torulus and anterior tentorial pit = 0.288 mm; face width at dorsal edge of clypeus = 0.37 mm. Antenna with 36 flagellomeres; face nitid, with widely scattered punctate sculpturing; eyes large and densely setose; vertex and mediodorsal area of occiput with scattered punctate sculpturing, remainder of occiput and gena with more well defined and denser punctate sculpturing; ocelli forming an equilateral triangle.
Mesosoma (Fig. 3) : mesosomal length/mesosomal width = 1.44, mesosomal height = 1.68 mm; hind tibia length/hind tibia maximum width = 7.66; propleural mainly nitid with scattered punctate sculturing, distal edge with a small ridge; pronotum ventral edge with widely spaced and weak transverse carinae that is more defined and cristate anteriorly, and forming an "V" shape area in anterior view, posterior edge with confused areolate sculpturing, dorsal edge nitid; mesonotum evenly setose and with weak finely punctate sculpturing throughout; notaulus conspicuously foveate throughout, foveae becoming larger posteriorly (Fig. 3) ; scutellar sulcus wide, crossed by six large costulae; scutellum subtriangular, without posterior apico-medial pits or sculpturing, centrally with a few punctures associated with setae; anteromedial area of metanotum with two subcircular pits, remainder with transverse carinae; axillary troughs of mesonotum with transverse carinae except lateral nitid area; mesopleuron nitid except sternaulus in anteromedial area crossed by 3 weak but broad costulae, subalar area with scattered cristate/lineate sculpturing present; metapleuron with episternal area nitid, epimeral area ringed by areolate-rugose sculpturing, centrally with barely discernible fine punctate sculpturing; propodeum with subparallel mid-longitudinal carinae joining anteriorly to form an areola, remainder with a series of transverse carinae, one or more of which pass through the areola. FIGURES 1-6. Epsilogaster faviolae Valerio & Whitfield sp. nov. 1, female, head, anterior view; 2, wings; 3, mesoscutum and scutellum,dorsal view; 4, posterior of mesosoma, including propodeum, and anterior metasoml tergites, dorsal view; 5, female habitus, lateral view; 6, male, lateral view. (Figs. 4, 5, 6, 7) : distal width of tergum 1/ basal width of tergum 1 = 2.5; length of tergum 1/ distal width of tergum 1 = 3.33; hypopygium length = 0.75 mm; ovipositor length/hind tibial length = 1.52; first metasomal tergum: dorso-lateral carinae without dorsal carinae; basal 1/2 with weak sculpturing, laterally with more or less contiuous sublateral longitudinal carinae and two lobelike flanges near spiracles (Fig. 7) ; second tergum with middle arm of "E"-shaped structure reaching edge of third tergum and as sclerotized as tergum 1, internal areas of E shaped structure contrastingly nitid and weakly sclerotized; third tergum with medial longitudinal area more sclerotized in a short band posterior to middle arm of second tergum E-shaped structure. Figs 4, 6 )-Body length = 3.28-3.30 mm; fore wing length = 3.12-3.20 mm; head height/compound eye height = 1.10-1.11; head height/compound eye length = 1.47-
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